
  

 

 
Sopra Steria and the Open Data Institute join forces to help organisations 

use data for social good, with data ethics at the centre 
 

• The ODI and Sopra Steria will bring their unique, combined expertise to drive digital and 
data ethics up organisations’ agendas 

• They are creating a new course; training business and public sector professionals in the 
ODI’s data ethics methodologies and tools 

• The ODI’s Data Ethics Professionals and Facilitators course is the first-of-its-kind and Sopra 
Steria’s digital ethics consultants will be the first to be formally trained in this syllabus 
 
London, 10 March 2021 – Sopra Steria and the Open Data Institute (ODI) today 
announce a first-of-its-kind partnership to help more UK organisations make better use of 
data, and to do so ethically. With the global pandemic accelerating the use of digital and 
data-driven technologies in many parts of the world, the companies share a belief that data 
can unlock positive social benefits and drive digital transformation. 
 
The adoption of technology increasingly requires careful consideration of how data is 
collected, used, and shared within and between organisations. The new course, developed 
by the ODI, will focus on core data ethics principles, and look at how these can be applied 
to machine learning and artificial intelligence. Participants will also learn how to critically 
evaluate and critique the ethics of data practices within organisations, and the business 
world and society more generally. 
 
Sopra Steria is the first professional services company in the UK to partner on the ODI’s new 
approach to developing data ethics skills.  
 
Through the partnership, the two organisations are bringing their unique, combined 
capabilities to market for the first time, particularly to the benefit of the public and financial 
services sectors. The new partnership enables Sopra Steria to combine the ODI’s world-
leading data sharing and data ethics expertise with its own comprehensive digital ethics 
capability, creating a best practice approach to forging ethical data strategies. 
 
Sopra Steria consultants are being formally trained using the ODI’s new, certified data ethics 
tools and methodologies, which will see them become qualified ‘ODI Data Ethics Facilitators’ 
and embed best practice into their delivery work. Together, Sopra Steria and the ODI will 
offer a more comprehensive service to clients, with market-leading data strategy, data 
policy, and data sharing capability, combined with digital ethics and digital transformation 
services. This builds on the innovative work from Sopra Steria’s Digital Ethics & Tech for 
Good practice, which launched in January 2020 in response to increased demand from 
customers for digital ethics consultancy. 
 
Jen Rodvold, Head of Digital Ethics & Tech for Good at Sopra Steria, said: “As 
organisations seek to accelerate their digital transformation plans and use data to drive new 
business strategies, they will need digital ethics to build and maintain trust with users, 
employees, regulators and other stakeholders.   
 
“Now is the time to turn digital ethics theory into action, and our partnership with the ODI 
means we are best placed to help customers access the value of their data while 
establishing digital ethics best practice in their governance, culture and ways of working.”   
 

https://www.soprasteria.co.uk/
https://theodi.org/


  

Stuart Coleman, Director of Business Development at the ODI, commented: “The 
essential need for robust data infrastructure across society and the economy has never been 
more evident. But the transformation has to happen consistently and ethically. In this first-
of-a-kind partnership, the ODI is delighted to be working with Sopra Steria to embed data 
ethics skills in its government and financial services practices.  
 
“Enabling Sopra Steria’s consultants to encourage more ethical and responsible use of data 
in these sectors is aligned with ODI’s mission to make data work better for everyone. It will 
anchor data ethics in digital transformation programmes across more of society; and 
contribute to creating ethical data infrastructure at scale and pace.”  
 

 ENDS 
 

About Sopra Steria 
 
About Sopra Steria 
Sopra Steria, a European leader in consulting, digital services and software development, helps its clients drive 
their digital transformation to obtain tangible and sustainable benefits. It provides end-to-end solutions to make 
large companies and organisations more competitive by combining in-depth knowledge of a wide range of business 
sectors and innovative technologies with a fully collaborative approach. Sopra Steria places people at the heart of 
everything it does and is committed to making the most of digital technology to build a positive future for its 
clients. With 46,000 employees in 25 countries, the Group generated revenue of €4.3 billion in 2020. 
The world is how we shape it. 
 
Sopra Steria Group (SOP) is listed on Euronext Paris (Compartment A) - ISIN: FR0000050809 
For more information, please visit our website www.soprasteria.com 

 
  

About the Open Data Institute 
 

The ODI was co-founded in 2012 by the inventor of the web Sir Tim Berners-Lee and artificial intelligence expert 
Sir Nigel Shadbolt to show the value of data and advocate for the innovative use of data to affect positive change 
across the globe. It is an independent, non-profit, non-partisan company headquartered in London, with an 
international reach. It works with companies and governments to build an open, trustworthy data ecosystem, 
where people can make better decisions using data and manage any harmful impacts. 
 
Media contacts 
 
Sopra Steria 
Samantha McKittrick, Brands2Life 
E: soprasteria@brands2life.com  
T: +44 (0)20 7592 1200 
 
Open Data Institute 
Sian Freestone-Walker   
E: sian@theodi.org  
T: +44 (0) 7909 96522 
Alex Vryzakis 
E: alex.vryzakis@theodi.org 
T: +44 (0) 7534 359 127 
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